A Note from the Principal...
We have something really special here...I am thankful for this
school; for it was here I made the most important decision of my
life. When I was in preschool, with Mrs. Wilkens, I accepted Jesus
into my heart. So, above all, that was the most important episode of my life.
These words were spoken by Sarah DiGrazia in her Valedictorian
address at the Class of 2019 Commencement exercises. It is always bittersweet for me to see our seniors graduate. Many of
them have been a part of my life for 12 years. What a great honor
to watch them grow into outstanding young men and women,
developing and recognizing their gifts and talents both individually
and as a class. I pray that they will hold fast to what they have
learned at Faith Christian School, and will use those God-given
gifts and talents to advance His kingdom.
While this year’s Graduation ceremony was definitely a celebration of the accomplishments of our Senior Class, it was also the
culmination of a year of fulfilled dreams and amazing progress at
Faith Christian School. Let me share with you the many ways in
which I saw God working through and among our students, staff,
and families throughout the 2018-2019 school year.
To begin, after a long summer of seemingly insurmountable work,
we had the joy of opening the doors of our “new” elementary
building for the very first time to our Kindergarten- 4th grade classes. The blessing that this building has been to our staff and students is difficult to describe in words. It was an incredible sight to
see the students enter their new school and walk into freshly
painted classrooms that had been transformed into beautiful, inviting spaces by our talented teachers.
As the year progressed, we also moved forward in checking off
completion of many of our physical building projects, and our
technology advancement. Thanks to generous donations, the cement floors in 4 out of 5 of the rooms were carpeted by Christmas. What a difference it made! A few months later, another
classroom was carpeted. Now, our goal is to carpet the music
room and library next, and we are trusting that God will continue
to provide for our needs and complete the work. It was also exciting to see our teachers utilizing the new Smart TV’s and document cameras that were purchased as a result of more contributions given by generous grandparents. What an amazing response
to the teachers’ request for this at our annual Grandparents Day!

Each year, our Juniors and
Seniors alternate between
a missions trip to Belize
and an educational trip to
Washington,
D.C.
On
March 11th, our students
boarded an American
Christian Tours bus and
spent the week in Washington, D.C. and surrounding area. It was comforting
to know we were sending
our students with experts
in class trips, and also that
the tour guides would be
providing information to
our students from a Christian perspective. Everyone, students and chaperones, reported a GREAT experience when they returned.
I cannot close this letter without also mentioning another highlight
of the year, “Cinderella”, the musical chosen for Spring 2019! If
you haven’t attended a Faith Christian musical, you are really missing out. What a fantastic performance! 63 students, grades 3-12,
participated. The camaraderie and teamwork shown among the
students was truly inspiring. God has blessed us with talented
students and directors.
As I reflect on some of the highlights from 2018-2019 with you, I
am reminded of the blessing it is for me to be a part of a team that
invests daily in the life of students. It is a team of caring, talented,
and hardworking individuals who are committed to teaching with
excellence, and always developing innovative skills to help their
students learn. God has called us to prepare students for a life of
service to Him. We continue to pursue that calling in everything
we do and partner with parents to help students SOAR !!!!

Serving Him,
Linda Foster, principal

Meanwhile, at the main building many exciting things were happening as well. Faith Christian School believes it is important to
provide our students with quality experiences outside the classroom. Thus, the 5th-8th grade classes went on their quadrennial
trip to the Creation Museum with the exciting addition of visiting
“The Ark Encounter” this year.

For more information on how to partner with us through a tax-deductible
gift, please call the school office at 815.652.4806 or visit the website at
www.fcsfalcons.com. Thank you for your gift...it is truly transformational!
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Time to Celebrate
Here at FCS we enjoy celebrating the milestones of our students. Included in these milestones are graduations. On Thursday, May 23rd,
celebrations started with Preschool Graduation. There were ten students in preschool this year with four in the Three-Year Old class and six
in the Four-Year Old class. Both classes performed a few songs together and then the Four-Year Old class continued with a few more selections. They ended the program by receiving a Bible and completion certificate. Congratulations as they move on to their next school year!
On Thursday, May 30th, 8th Grade students were honored at their graduation. This year, we had three graduates: Kendall Fassler, Keagan
Swan and Joy Zigler. Joy was the Valedictorian of the 8 th grade class and Kendall received the American Legion Award. Congratulations to
these three students as they move on to their High School years!
Lastly, on Friday, May 31st, we celebrated and recognized the achievements of the Senior Class of 2019. We had twelve graduates this year:
Megan Babler, Timothy Bulfer, Cherith Bulfer, Sara DiGrazia (Valedictorian),
Kinley Fassler, Elizabeth Harrison, Naomi Meeks, Michael Mendoza, Megan
Podkulski, Aaron Robertson, Gabrielle Rydzynski (Salutatorian), and Kali Worrell. Each year, the Christian Character Award is presented to one girl and
one boy. This year’s recipients were Elizabeth Harrison and Michael Mendoza. Kinley Fassler received the KSB Scholarship, Sara DiGrazia received the
Kristin Zetterberg Memorial Scholarship and Megan Podkulski received the
Sauk Valley College Scholarship.
We at FCS consider it a privilege to be a part of preparing these students for
the future. Congratulations to the Class of 2019 as you continue on with the
next chapter of your lives!

Back to School—August 19th
Please be in prayer for students and staff as they begin a new year!

Generous Donations Help to Spur on
Growth at Elementary Building
This past year, the 4th grade class took some interesting field trips. One
was to Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and another was to the rainforest!
For those of you who are skeptical, read on to see how this was possible.
Thanks to the many grandparents who so generously donated to the
Technology Fund this past fall, we were able to purchase several Smart
TV’s ,and also the coordinating equipment that allows our staff to introduce a host of new and exciting learning opportunities in the classroom.
After reading the story of Corrie Ten Boom, the 4th graders were able to
visit her home in Amsterdam using the new technology! Through the virtual tour offered online by the Amsterdam museum, our students actually saw the hiding place where Corrie and her family hid Jews from the
Nazis. Also, during the study of plants in Science Class, we were able to
use that same technology to watch a lesson on the Rafflesia, the biggest
flower in the world, and see first-hand what this very smelly flower looks
like!
The arrival of the new technology has been a blessing to our staff, who
are continuously discovering and sharing new ideas on how to implement
it. The possibilities are endless.
In addition to technology, the elementary also received another wonderful blessing that we are deeply grateful for…the installation of new
carpet. By the end of the school year, each of the K-4th grade classes had
carpeting installed. The carpet not only improved the aesthetic appearance of the classrooms, but has also helped decrease the noise level that
comes from so many chairs and desks sliding across cement floors each
day.
We would like to thank our grandparents and many supporters who
have contributed to these improvements to our school. Your generosity
has helped advance the ministry of Faith Christian School through the
students and families we serve.

The Kindergarten Room after the new carpet tiles were installed during Christmas break.

The Creation Museum...
An Encounter for the Ages
For the third time, students in 5-8th grades journeyed to Kentucky this past October to experience the Creation Museum. After a tour of the 7
C’s of History, dinner in the gardens, an overnight
in the lower level of the Museum, and a 4D picture show of the Genesis creation events, students made their way to the nearby Ark Encounter. At the Ark, students wound through the massive beams of the largest free-standing wood
structure in the world. The catastrophe that destroyed the entire earth is brought to life-size proportions. The zoo animals, food buffet, and beautiful scenery added to the trip’s interest. Preparations for Trip #4 in 2022 with the new 5th-8th graders are even now being made.

Cinderella Takes the Stage
It was “Impossible” not to fall in love with Faith Christian School’s performance of “Getting to Know...Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella.” The cast and crew, made up of 63 students from 3rd-12th grade, presented the well-loved musical Mother’s Day weekend. Along with Mrs. Worrell and Mrs. Rozanas (co-directors), the cast and crew were led by four student directors: Hope Stoner, Sara DiGrazia, Kinley Fassler and Alyssa Moss.
The hilarious antics of the Stepsisters (Elizabeth Harrison, Kali Worrell) and Stepmother (Julia Heller) caused laughter to
fill the auditorium, and Gabby Rydzynski gave a stellar performance as the Fairy Godmother. The “WOW” moment came
when Cinderella (Meghan VanBuren) was transformed into a princess, ready for the ball. “Oohs” and “Ahhs” could be heard
from the audience as they broke into applause at the sight of the transformation right before their very eyes! It was a moment that the cast and crew will never forget!
The Directors, along with the Cast and Crew, want to thank the entire FCS Family—Staff, Students, Parents, and Community Sponsors. Because of their support, it was another successful musical season!

Family Fun Night a Success
Family Fun Night is one of the main events used to help fund the Creation Museum/
Ark Encounter trip. It is hosted by parents of the upcoming participants, aided by
high school Key Club members, and supported by other friends of FCS. This year’s
event was well attended by many families who enjoyed the carnival games and food.
Face painting, cake walking, and football throwing filled the gym. Finally, many happy
students added numerous new stuffed animals and fishies to their households!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK...
Faith Christian School of Grand Detour

Pictured (L to R): Rachel LeFevre, Raegan Call, Delylah Call and Jocelyn Klapprodt

Soccer Wins!
The Girls Varsity Soccer Team,
led by Dr. Robb Rydzynski, won
first place at the Mid
Mid--America
Royal Cup Championship in May.
The Lady Falcons had a prolific
season with a winning record of
Congratulations on a job well
done!

Yearbook Day
New this year at FCS, students
received their yearbooks before summer break, giving
them the opportunity to sign
each other’s copy. It was an
exciting way to end the year.
Pictured: (L to R)
Hunter Shaw, Hope Stoner, Kinley Fassler, Julia Heller
and Titus Meeks.
Kali Worrell, Gabby Rydzynski, and Olivia Rydzynski.

